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L (Currently Amended) A computer-implemented method for storing, managing 
and distributing consumer information via a distributed electronic network, the method 
comprising the steps of; 

storing an information account in a central data repository accessible via the distributed 
electronic network, the information account comprising a plurality of consumer information 
elements associated with a consumer and being subject to the consumer's control and 
management; 

receiving with a database management system, over th e distributed olootionio nets s ^orlc, a 
request over the distributed electronic network from a network device for one or more selected 
consumer information elements, the request including consumer authentication information and 
being made by the network device responsive to an input command supplied by the consumer; 
[[and]] 

in response to the request, authenticating the consumer based on the authentication 
information^ retrieving the selected consumer information elements from the information account 
by filtering data fiiom the information account with the database management system, and 
transmitting the selected consumer information elements, over the distributed electronic network, 
to the network devic e; and 

autopopulating the selected consumer infonnation elements into at least one input field of 
a web page file , 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the request is made while the 
consumer accesses a first web page file; and 

wherein the method further comprises the step of invoking, in response to successful 
authentication of the consumer, a single sign-on mechanism so that the consumer vAU not be 
required to resubmit the consumer authentication information, prior to occurrence of a 
terminating event, upon accessing a subsequent web page file and requesting additional selected 
consumer information elements, 
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3. (Original) The method of claim 2, wherein said terminating event comprises 
expiration of a time-out period. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the network device comprises a client 
device executing a browser; and 

wherein the method further comprises the step of, prior to receiving the request from the 
network device for the selected consumer infoimation elements, transmitting to the network 
device a temporary client-side application configured to manage the request/response process for 
the network device. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 4, wherein the browser displays a web page file 
that has been retrieved from a vendor server, the web page file including an instruction that 
causes the browser to request transmission of the client-side application, 

6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 4, wherein the client-side application 
executes a communication protocol for communicating with [[a]] die database management 
system that manages the central data repository. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 4, wherein the client-side application receives the 
selected consumer information elements and integrates the selected consumer information 
elements into a vendor's business process on behalf of the consumer. 
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8. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 7, wherein the step of integrating the 
selected consumer information elements into a vendor's business process further comprises the 
[[steps]]step of: 

auto populating th e solootod ooncum e i information e l e monts into at l e oGt on e input fi e l^ 
of a w e b pago fil e that has boon roooivod from a vendor Boxver; and 

allowing the consumer to interact with the browser in order to submit the web page file 
that has been auto-populated with the selected consumer information elements to the vendor 
server for processing of the selected consumer information elements. 

9. (Original) The method of claim 8, wherein the consumer edits at least one of the 
auto-populated selected consumer information elements before submitting the webpage file to the 
vendor server 

wherein the chent-side application detects that the at least one auto-populated selected 
consumer information elements has been edited; and 

wherein the client-side application transmits the at least one edited auto-populated 
selected consumer information elements to the information account for updating of the 
infonnation account, 

10. (Original) Tlie method of claim 8, wherein the consumer inputs at least one 
additional consumer information element before submitting the web page file to the vendor 
server; 

wherein the client-side application detects that the at least one additional consumer 
information element has been input; and 

wherein the client-side application transmits the at least one additional consumer 
information element to the information account for storage. 



-5^ 



PAGE 10/53 * RCVD AT 1 1111/2004 3:52:30 PM [Eastern Standard Timel * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/1 ' DNIS:8729306 ' CSiD:404 572 5145 ' DURATION (mm-ss):14^2 



NOU il 2004 16=01 FR KING 8. SPALDING- LLP 404 572 5145 TO 555 l«07258tt 10500 P. 11/53 



Serial No. 09/923^85 

IL (Original) The method of claim 4, wherein the selected consumer information 
elements are transmitted to the network device in an encrypted format; and 

wherein the cUent-side application decrypts the selected consumer information 

elements. 

12. (Original) The method of claim 4, wherein the selected consumer information 
elements are transmitted to the client-side application in a decrypted format via a secure network 
connection. 

13. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the network device 
comprises a vendor server interacting with a client device, the vendor server executing a server- 
side ^plication for interacting with [[a]]the database management system that manages the 
central data repository. 

14. (Original) The method of claim 13, wherein the selected consumer information 
elements are transmitted to the network device in an encrypted format; and 

wherein the server-side application decrypts the selected consumer information elements. 

15. (Original) The method of claim 13, wherein the selected consumer information 
elements are transmitted to the server-side application in a decrypted format via a secure network 
connection. 

16. (Original) The method of claim 13, wherein the server-side application receives 
the selected consumer information elements from the database management system and 
integrates the selected consumer information elements into a vendor's business process on behalf 
of the consumer. 
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17. (Ciorrently Amended) The method of claim 16, wherein integrating the selected 
consumer information elements into the vendor's business process comprises: 

mto - populating th e pgloctod oonGumer infoimation olomcnto into at l e ast ono input fi e ld 
e f - the w e b pago fil e ; 

transmitting the auto-populated web page file to the browser for display to the consumer; 

and 

in response to a submit command received from the browser, passing the selected 
consumer information elements to a processing module executed by the vendor server, 

18. (Original) The method of claim 17, wherein the consumer edits at least one of the 
auto-populated selected consumer information elements before issuing the submit command; 

wherein the server-side application detects that the at least one auto-populated selected 
consumer information elements has been edited; and 

wherein the server-side application transmits the at least one edited auto-populated 
selected consumer information elements to the infomiation account for updating of the 
information account. 

19. (Original) The method of claim 17, wherein the consumer inputs at least one 
additional consumer information element before issuing the submit command; 

wherein the server-side application detects that the at least one additional consumer 
information element has been input; and 

wherein the server-side application transmits the at least one additional consumer 
information element to the information account for storage. 

20. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the consumer infoimation elements 
are stored in the central data repository in a tagged data format. 
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2L (Original) The method of claim 20, wherein retrieving the selected consumer 
information elements from the information account comprising filtering the consumer 
information elements of the information account using at least one style sheet. 

22. (Original) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

in response to transmitting the selected consumer information elements to the network 
device, receiving an acknowledgment from the network device indicating that the selected 
consumer information elements were used to complete a transaction, the acknowledgment 
including transaction information; and 

storing the transaction information in a transaction log. 

23. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 22, wherein the transaction log 
identifies a vendor who completed the transaction and a vendor who facilitated creation of the 
information account; and wherein any revenue received in relation to the transaction may be 
shared with the vendor who completed the transaction and the vendor who facilitated creation of 
the information account^ 

[The Remainder of this page has been intentionally left blank.] 
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24. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable medium having stored thereon 
computer-executable instructions for storing, managing and distributing consumer information 
via a distributed electronic network, by causing one or more processors to perfonn the steps of; 

storing an information account in a central data repository accessible via the distributed 
electronic network, the information account comprising a plurality of consumer information 
elements associated with a consumer and being subject to the consumer's control and 
management; 

receiving with a database management system, ov e r th e distributed e l e ctronic noti ^ ^orlc, a 
request over the distributed electronic network from a network device for one or more selected 
consumer information elements, the request including consumer authentication information and 
being made by the network device responsive to an input command supphed by the consumer; 
[[and]] 

in response to the request, authenticating the consumer based on the authentication 
information, retrieving the selected consumer information elements from the information account 
by filtering data from the information account with the database management system, and 
transmitting the selected consumer information elements, over the distributed electronic network, 
to the network devic e: and 

autopopulating the selected consumer information elements into at least one input field of 
a web page file . 

25. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 24, wherein the network 
device comprises a client device executing a browser, and wherein said computer-executable 
instructions further cause the one or more processors to perfonn the step of, prior to receiving the 
request from the network device for the selected consumer information elements, transmitting to 
the network device a temporary client-side application configured to. manage the request/response 
process for the network device. 
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26. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 25, wherein said computer- 
executable instructions further cause the one or more processors to perform the step of causing 
the browser displays a web page file that has been retrieved from a vendor server, the web page 
file including an instruction that causes the browser to request transmission of the client-side 
application. 

27. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 25, wherein said computer 
executable instructions fiarther cause the one or more processors to perform the step of causing 
the client-side application to receive the selected consumer information elements and integrate 
the selected consumer information elements into a vendor's business process on behalf of the 
consumer. 

28. (Currently Amended) The computer-readable medium of claim 27, wherein said 
computer-executable instructions which cause the one or more processors to perform the step of 
integrating the selected consumer information elements into the vendor's business process further 
comprise computer-executable instructions which cause the one or more processors to perform 
the [[steps]]ste2 of: 

auto - popula t ing the ad e ct e d consumor information olomonta into at l e a s t ono input fiold 
of tho wob page file; and 

allowing the consumer to interact with the browser in order to submit the web page file 
that has been auto-populated with the selected consumer infonnation elements to the vendor 
server for processing of the selected consumer information elements. 

[The Remainder of this page has been intentionally left blank.] 
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29. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 28, wherein said computer- 
executable instructions further cause the one or more processors to perform the steps of: 

allowing the consumer to edit at least one of the auto-populated selected consumer 
information elements before submitting the web-page file to the vendor server, 

causing the client-side appUcation to detect that the at least one auto-populated selected 
consumer information elements has been edited; and 

causing the client-side application to transmit the at least one edited auto-populated 
selected consumer information elements to the information account for updating of tlie 
information accoimt. 

30. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 28, wherein said computer- 
executable instructions ftirther cause the one or more processors to perform the steps of: 

allowing the consumer to input at least one additional consumer information element 
before submitting the web page file to the vendor server, 

causing the client-side application to detect that the at least one additional consumer 
information clement has been input; and 

causing the client-side apphcation to transmit the at least one additional consumer 
information element to the information account for storage. 

31. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 28, wherein the network 
device comprises a vendor server interacting with a client device, and wherein said computer- 
executable instructions further cause the one or more processors to perform the step of causing 
the vendor server to execute a server-side application for interacting with a database management 
system that manages the central data repository. 
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32, (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 31, wherein said computer- 
executable instructions further cause the one or more processors to perform the step of causing 
the server-side application to receive the selected consumer information elements from the 
database management system and to integrate the selected consxmier information elements into a 
vendor's business process on behalf of the consumer. 

33. (Currently Amended) The computer-readable medium of claim 32, wherein said 
computer-executable instructions which cause the one or more processors to perform the step of 
integrating the selected consumer information elements into the vendor's business process further 
comprise computer-executable instructions which cause the one or more processors to perform 
the steps of: 

auto populating th e soloot e d consum e r ■ jnformatiou olo j nonta into at IcoGt ono input fi e ld 
of the web pag e fil e ; - 

transmitting the auto-populated web page file to the browser for display to the consumer; 

and 

in response to a submit command received fi^om the browser, passing the selected 
consumer information elements to a processing module executed by the vendor server. 

[The Remainder of this page has been intientionally left blank.] 
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34. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 33, wherein said 
computer-executable instructions further cause the one or more processors to perform the steps 
of: 

allowing the consumer to edit at least one of the auto-populated selected consumer 
information elements before issuing the submit command; 

causing the server-side application, to detect that the at least one auto-populated selected 
consumer information elements has been edited; and 

causing the server-side application to transmit the at least one edited auto-populated 
selected consumer information elements to the information accoimt for updating of the 
information accoimt. 

35. (Original) The computer-readable mediimi of claim 33, wherein said computer- 
executable instructions further cause the one or more processors to perfonn the steps of: 

allowing the consumer to input at least one additional consumer information element 
before issuing the submit command; 

causing the server- side application to detect that the aX least one additional consumer 
information element has been input; and 

causing the server-side application to transmit the at least one additional consimier 
information element to the information account for storage* 
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36, (Currently Amended) A computer-implemented method for storing, managing 
and distributing consumer information via a distributed electronic network, the method 
comprising the steps of: 

hosting a web page file accessible via the distributed electronic network by a client device 
executing a browser, the web page file prompting a consumer to input selected consumer 
information elements; and 

executing a server-side apphcation configured for communication with a host server that 
hosts a central data repository, the server-side application operable to: 

determine the selected consumer information elements that are to be input into the 
web page file by the consumer, 

transmit a request to the host server for retrieval of the selected consumer 
information elements firom an information account associated with the consumer, [[and]] 

retrieving the selected consumer information elements bv filtering data firom the 
information account with a database management svstem. 

in response to receiving the selected consumer information elements from the host 
server, passing the selected consumer information elements to a processing module for 
processin g, and 

autopopulating the selected information elements into at least one input field of a 
web page file . 

37, (Original) A computer-readable medium having stored thereon computer- 
executable instructions for performing the method of claim 36. 
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38. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 36, further comprising, prior to 
passing the selected consumer information elements to the processing module, auto populating 
tho OQlootod QonZiumor information olomonts into input jfiolds of th a w e b pago filo for diaplay 
displaying the autopopulated web page file to the consumer via the browser; and 

receiving a submit command from the browser indicating the consumer's desire to pass 
the selected consumer information elements to the processing module for processing, 

39. (Original) The method of claim 38, wherein the consumer edits at least one of the 
auto-populated consumer information elements; 

wherein the server-side application detects that the at least one auto-populated consumer 
infomiation elements has been edited; and 

wherein, in response to the update command issued by the consumer, the server-side 
application transmits the at least one edited auto-populated consumer information elements to the 
host server for updating of the information account. 

40. (Original) A computer-readable medium having stored thereon computer- 
executable instructions for performing the method of claim 39, 

41. (Original) The method of claim 36, wherein the server-side application causes a 
login interface to be displayed to the consumer via the browser for the input of consumer 
authentication information; and 

wherein the server-side application detects the input of the consumer authentication 
infomiation and transmits the consumer authentication iiifoimation to the host server for 
authentication of the consumer prior to receiving the selected consumer information elements 
from the host server. 

42. (Original) A computer-readable medium having stored thereon computer- 
executable instructions for performing the method of claim 41 . 
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43. (Original) The method of claim 41, further comprising, in response to 
authenticating the consumer, invoking a single sign-on mechanism so that the consumer will not 
be required to resubmit the consumer authentication information upon accessing a subsequent 
web page file prior to expiration of a time-out period- 

44. (Original) A computer-readable medium having stored thereon computer- 
executable instructions for performing the method of claim 43. 

45. (Original) The method of claim 41, wherein the server-side application receives 
vendor authentication information from a vendor server on which it is executed; and 

wherein the server-side application transmits the vendor authentication information to the 
host server for authentication of the vendor prior to receiving the selected consumer information 
elements from the host server. 

46. (Original) The method of claim 36, wherein the selected consumer information 
elements are transmitted to the sender-side application in an encrypted format; and 

wherein the server-side application decrypts the selected consumer information elements, 

47. (Original) The method of claim 36, wherein the selected consumer information 
elements are transmitted to the server-side apphcation in a decrypted format via a secure network 
coimection. 

48. (Original) The method of claim 36, wherein the consumer information elements 
are stored in the central data repository in a tagged data format. 
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49. (Original) The method of claim 36, wherein processing the selected consumer 
information elements comprises using the selected consumer information elements to complete a 
transaction; and 

wherein the method further comprises transmitting transaction information to the host 
server for storage in a transaction log. 

50- (Currently Amended) A computer-implemented method for storing, managing 
and distributing consumer information via a distributed electronic network comprising: 

executing a browser for accessing a web page data file hosted by a vendor sewer, the web 
page file including an instruction that causes the browser to download a temporary client-side 
application fi"om a host server that hosts a central data repository storing an information account; 
and 

executing the client-side application in order to: 

determine a plurality of selected consumer information elements that are to be 
input into input fields of the web page file, 

transmit a request to the host server for retrieval of the selected consumer 
information elements from the information account, [[and]] 

retrieving the selected consumer in fnrmatin Ti elements by filtering data fi-om the 
information account with a database management system: and 

in response to receiving the selected consumer information elements firom the host 
server, auto-populating the selected consumer information elements into the input fields 
of the web page file. 
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51. (Original) The method of claim 50, wherein the client-side application displays a 
login interface for the input of consumer authentication information; and 

wherein the client-side application transmits the consumer authentication information to 
the host server for authentication of the consumer prior to receiving the selected consumer 
information elements from the host server. 

52. (Original) The method of claim 51, wherein the client-side application receives 
vendor authentication information from the vendor server; and 

wherein the cUent-side application transmits the vendor authentication information to the 
host sewer for authenticatioii of the vendor prior to receiving the selected consumer inforaiation 
elements from the host server. 

53. (Original) The method of claim 50, wherein the selected consumer information 
elements are transmitted to the client-side apphcation in an encrypted format; and 

wherein the client-side application decrypts the selected consumer information elements. 

54. (Original) The method of claim 50, wherein the selected consumer information 
elements are transmitted to tlie client-side application in a decrypted format via a secure network 
connection. 

55. (Original) The method of claim 50, wherein the consumer edits at least one of the 
auto -populated consumer information elements; 

wherein the client-side application detects that the at least one auto-populated consumer 
information elements has been edited; and 

wherein, in response to an update command issued by the consumer, the client-side 
application transmits the at least one edited auto-populated consumer information elements to the 
host server for updating of the inforaiation account. 

-18- 
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56. (Original) A computer-readable medium having stored thereon 
computer-executable instructions for performing the method of claim 55* 

57. (Original) The method of claim 50, wherein the consumer infoiraation elements 
are stored in the central data repository in a tagged data format. 

58. (Currently Amended) A system for storing, managing and distributing consumer 
information via a distributed electronic network, comprising: 

a central data repository accessible via the distributed electronic network for storing an 
information account, the information accomit comprising a plurality of consumer information 
elements associated with a consumer and subject to the consumer's control and management; and 
a host server for communicating with the central database and with a network device via 
the distributed electronic network and for executing computer-executable instructions for: 

in response to receiving a request from the network device for selected consumer 
information elements, communicating with the central data repository in order to retrieve 
the selected consumer information elements from the information account bv filtering 
data from the information account with a database management system, and transmitting 
the selected consumer information elements to the network device over the distributed 
electronic networkumd 

autopopulating the selected consumer information elements into at least one input 
field of a web page file . 
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59. (Original) The system of claim 58, wherein the request includes consumer 
authentication information; and 

wherein the host server executes further computer-executable instructions for 
communicating with the central data repository to authenticate the consumer based on the 
authentication information, prior to retrieving the selected consumer information elements from 
the information account. 

60. (Original) The system of claim 58, wherein the network device comprises a client 
device executing a browser; 

wherein the host server further comprises a memory for stormg a chent-side application 
configured to manage communications with the host server on behalf of the client device; and 

wherein the host server executes further computer-executable instructions for transmitting 
to the client device the chent-side application, prior to receiving the request from the network 
device for the selected consumer information elements. 

61. (Original) The system of claim 60, wherein the browser displays a web page file 
that has been retrieved from a vendor server, the web page file including an instruction that 
causes the browser to request transmission of the chent-side application from the host server. 

62. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 61, wherein the chent-side application 
receives the selected consumer information elements from the host server and performs the 
autoDQoulating intogratoa th e s e l e ct e d consum e r information oloments into tho wob page filo on 
b e half of tho conaumor . 

63. (Cancelled). 
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64. (Currently Amended) The system of claim [[63]]6L wherein the consumer 
interacts with the browser in order to submit the web page file that has been auto-populated with 
the selected consumer infonnation elements to the vendor server for processing of the selected 
consumer information elements. 

65. (Original) The system of claim 64, wherein the consumer edits at least one of the 
auto-populated selected consumer infonnation elements before submitting the web-page file to 
the vendor server; 

wherein the client-side application detects that the at least one auto-populated selected 
consumer information elements has been edited; and 

wherein the client-side application transmits the at least one edited auto-poptUated 
selected consumer information elements to the host server for updating of the information 
account. 

66. (Original) The system of claim 64, wherein the consumer inputs at least one 
additional consumer infonnation element before submitting the web-page file to the vendor 
server; 

wherein the cUent-side appUcation detects that the at least one additional consumer 
information element has been input; and 

wherein the client-side application transmits the at least one additional cotisumer 
information element to the host server for storage in the information accomit. 

67. (Original) The system of claim 60, wherein the selected consumer information 
elements are transmitted to the chent-side appHcation in an encrypted format; and 

wherein the client-side application decrypts the selected consumer information elements. 

6S, (Original) The system of claim 60, wherein the selected consumer information 
elements are transmitted to the client-side application in a decrypted format via a secure networic 
connectiorL 
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69, (Original) The system claim 58, wherein the network device comprises a vendor 
server interacting with a client device, the vendor server executing a server-side application for 
communicating with the host server. 

70, (Original) The system of claim 69, wherein the selected consximer information 
elements are transmitted to the vendor server device in an encrypted foraiat; and 

wherein the server-side application decrypts the selected consumer information elements. 

71 , (Original) The system of claim 69, wherein the selected consumer information 
elements are transmitted to the server-side application in a decrypted format via a secure network 
connection. 

72, (Currently Amended) The system of claim 69, wherein the sen^er-side application 
receives the selected consmner information elements from the host server and performs the 
autopopulating integrates the selected consumer inforaiation elements into a vendor's business 
process on behalf of the consumer, 

[The Remainder of this page has been intentionally left blank.] 
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73 . (Currently Amended) The system of claim 72, wherein integrating the selected 
consumer infoimation elements into the vendor's business process comprises: 

auto-populating the selected consumer information elements into at least one input field 
of the web page file; 

transmitting the auto-populated web page file to the browser for display to the consumer; 

and 

in response to a submit command received firom the browser, passing the selected 
consumer information elements to a processing module executed by the vendor server. 

74. (Original) The system of claim 73, wherein the consumer edits at least one of the 
auto-populated selected consumer information elements before issuing the submit command; 

wherein the server-side application detects that the at least one auto-populated selected 
consumer information elements has been edited; and 

wherein the server-side application transmits the at least one edited auto-populated 
selected consumer information elements to the host sewer for updating of the information 
account. 

75. (Original) The system of claim 73, wherein the consumer inputs at least one 
additional consumer information element before issuing the submit command; 

wherein the server-side application detects that the at least one additional consumer 
information element has been input; and 

wherein the server-side application transmits the at least one additional consumer 
infoimation element to the host sewer for storage in the information account 

76. (Original) The system of claim 58, wherein the consumer information elements 
are stored in the central data repository in a tagged data format. 
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77. (Original) The system of claim 76, wherein retrieving the selected consumer 
information elements from the information account comprises fihering the consumer information 
elements of the infonnatioE account using at least one style sheet. 

78. (Original) The system of claim 58, wherein the host sewer fiirther executes 
computer-executable instructions for: 

in response to transmitting the selected consumer information elements to the network 
device* receiving an acknowledgment from the network device indicating tliat.the selected 
consumer inforaiation elements were used to complete a transaction, the acknowledgment 
including transaction information; and 

storing the transaction information in a transaction log associated with the information 
account in the central data repository. 

79. (Currently Amended) In or for a system for storing, managing and distributing 
consumer infonnation via a network, a propagated signal carrying thereon comprising: 

a tagged data stream representing consumer itlfomciation elements that have been 
filtered from an information account by a database management system, stored in a central data 
repository, in response to a request for the consumer information elements from a client device, 
the client device executing a browser accessing a web page that prompts for input of the 
consumer information elements, the consumer elements being autopopulated into at least one 
input field of a web page. 

[The Remainder of this page has been intentionally left blank.] 
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80. (Currently Amended) In or for a system for storing, managing and distributing 
consumer information, a propagated signal carrying thereon a data structure comprising: 

a client-side application configured for managing communications between a client 
device and a database management system, the database management system being stored on a 
host sexver[[,]] that filters and accesses an information account comprising consumer information 
elements associated with a consumer stored in a central data repository, the client-side 
application autopopulating selected consumer information elements into at least one input field 
ofa web page file, 

8 1 . (Currently Amended) The propagated signal of claim 80, wherein the client 
device executes a browser for accessing [[a]) the web page file that prompts for input of selected 
consumer information elements; and 

wherein the client-side application requests the selected consumer information elements 
from the database management system, which accesses and filters the information account to 
retrieve the selected consumer information elements and returns the selected consumer 
information elements to the client-side application. 

82. (Original) The propagated signal of claim 8 1 , wherein the client-side application 
submits consumer authentication information along with the request for the selected consumer 
information elements; and 

wherein prior to retrieving the selected consumer information elements from the 
information account, the database management system authenticates the consumer based on the 
authentication information. 

83. (Original) The propagated signal of claim 82, wherein in response to 
authenticating the consxuner, a single sign-on mechanism is invoked so that the consumer will 
not be required to resubmit the consumer authentication information upon accessing a subsequent 
web page file prior to expiration of a time-out period. 
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84. (Currently Amended) A system for storing, managing and distributing consumer 
information comprisiiig: 

a means for centrally storing an information account comprising a plumlity of tagged 
consumer information elements associated with a consumer; 

means for hosting a database management system configured to create, update or delete 
the consumer information elements; 

means for managing coramtmications between the database management system and a 
network device across a distributed electronic network, said means being configured to request 
selected consumer information elements from the database management system, receive the 
selected consumer information elements from the database management system which filters an 
information account to obtain the consumer information elements, and transmit the selected 
consimier information elements across the distributed electronic network for use by the network 
device; and 

means for autopopulating the selected consumer information elements into at least one 
input field of a web page, 

85. (Original) The system of claim 84, wherein the means for managing 
communications between the database management system and the network device is configured 
to submit consumer authentication information along with the request for selected consumer 
information elements; and 

wherein the database management system is further configured to access the information 
account to authenticate the consumer based on the authentication information. 

86. (Cuirently Amended) The system of claim 84, wherein the networic device 
comprises a client device executing a browser[[;]], 

87. (Original) The system claim 84, wherein the network device comprises a vendor 
server interacting with a client device, 
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88. (Currently Amended) A computer-implemented method for storing, managing 
and distributing user infonnation via a distributed electronic network, the method comprising the 
steps of: 

storing a user personal information account within a central data repository accessible via 
the distributed electronic network, the user personal information account comprising a plurality 
of information elements relating to a user; 

receiving, via the distributed electronic network, a first request from a first network 
device for selected information elements in the user personal infonnation account for use by a 
first client-side application program, the first request being made by the first network device 
responsive to a first input command supplied by the user; 

in response to the first request, retrieving the selected information elements from the user 
personal information account by filtering data from the user personal infoimatioo account with a 
database management system and transmitting the selected information elements, via the 
distributed electronic network, to the first network device; 

autopopulating the selected consumer information elements into at least one input field of 
a first web page file; 

receiving, via the distributed electronic network, a second request from a second network 
device for selected information elements in the user personal information account for use by a 
second client-side application program, the second request being made by the second network 
device responsive to a second input command supplied by the user; [[and]] 

in response to the second request, retrieving the selected consumer information elements 
from the user personal information account by filtering data from the user personal information 
account with a database management system and transmitting the selected consumer information 
elements, via the distributed electronic network, to the second network device; and 

autopopulating the selected consumer information elements into at least one input field of 
a second web page file. 
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89. (Original) The method of claim 88, wherein at least one of the first request and 
second request for selected information elements in the user personal information account 
includes user authentication information; and 

wherein the method farther comprising, prior to retrieving the selected information 
elements from the user personal information account, the step of authenticating the user based on 
the authentication information. 

[The Remainder of this page has been intentionally left blank.] 
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90. (Currently Amended) A computer-implemented metbod for storing, managing 
and distributing user information via a distributed electronic network, the method comprising the 
steps of: 

storing a user personal information account within a central data repository accessible via 
the distributed electronic network, the user personal information account comprising a plurality 
of information elements relating to a user; 

transmitting to a network device, over the distributed electronic network, a web page file 
fix)m a provider web site; 

transmitting to the network device, over the distributed electronic network, a client-side 
application program^ the client-side application program being transmitted in response to a 
request from the network device resulting from execution at the network device of an instruction 
within the web page file; 

receiving fix»m the network device, over the distributed electronic network, a request for 
selected inforaiation elements in the user personal information account, the request being made 
by the network device under control of the client-side application program; [[and]] 

in response to the request, retrieving the selected information elements from the user 
personal information account by filtering data from the user personal information account with a 
database management system and transmitting the selected information elements, over the 
distributed electronic network, to the network device; and 

autopopulating the selected consumer information elements into at least one input 
field of the web page file. 

[The Remainder of this page has been intentionally left blank.] 
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9 1 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 90, further comprising the steps of: 
transmitting to the network device, over the distributed electronic network, a second web 

page file from a second provider web site; 

transmitting to the network device, over the distributed electronic network, a second 
client-side application program, the second client-side apphcation program being transmitted in 
response to a request from the network device resulting from execution at the network device of 
an instruction within the second web page file; 

receiving from the network device, over the distributed electronic network, a second 
request for selected information elements in the user personal information account, the second 
request being made by the network device under control of the second client-side application 
program; [[and]] 

in response to the second request, retrieving the selected information elements from the 
user personal information account by filtering data from the user personal information accoimt 
with a database management system and transmitting the selected information elements, over the 
distributed electronic network, to the network device; and 

autopopulating the selected consumer information elements into at least one input 
field of the second web page file. 

92. (Original) The method of claim 90, furth er comprising the step of receiving, at 
the provider web site and over the distributed electronic network, an electronic form fix>m the 
network device, said electronic form comprising one or more of the selected information 
elements embedded therein by the client-side application program* 
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93 . (Original) The method of claim 90, wherein the request for selected information 
elements in the user personal information account includes user authentication information; and 

wherein the method further comprising, prior to retrieving the selected information 
elements ftom the user personal information account, the step of authenticating the user based on 
the authentication information. 

94. (Currently Amended) A computer-implemented method for storing, managing 
and distributing consumer information via a distributed electronic network, the method 
comprising the steps of: 

storing an information account in a central data repository accessible via the distributed 
electronic netwoik, the information account comprising a plurahty of tagged consumer 
information elements associated with a consumer and being subject to the consumer's control and 
management; 

receiving, over the distributed electronic network, a plurality of requests from a network 
device for different combinations of selected consumer information elements; [[and]] 

in response each of the requests, retrieving the selected consumer information elements 
from the information account by filtering data from the information account with a database 
management system and transmitting the selected consumer information elements, as tagged data 
streams, to the network device over the distributed electronic network; and 

autopopulating the selected consumer infoimation elements into at least one input field of 
a web page. 

95. (Original) The method of claim 94, wherein said requests are made by the 
network device in response to input commands supplied by the consumer. 
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